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We have each probably been to a wedding at some point in our lives, whether it 
was a friend, sibling, child, or even our own. Some have had great pomp and 
circumstance. Others were simple yet joyous affairs. Most have included some sort of 
celebration after the service itself: food, fellowship, dancing, and the like.  

Today we are invited to one of the greatest weddings in history, and where we 
jump into the story is at the party. There we find Son of God, Jesus Christ, and his 
disciples are in attendance along with the Mary. And do you know what? We don’t 
even know the name of the couple being married. Their names are not passed down 
through Scripture and history, and yet we know them quite well. That is because in a 
way, the couple is you and me. While there was a marriage in Cana between a man 
and woman long ago, weddings in the Bible are typically more than just the two who 
are exchanging vows, and in our own time, there is more to which our own marriages 
ought to point as well. 

In the beginning we find the first wedding, a simple ceremony at which God is 
in the midst of his people and he himself gave the bride away. Even as he provides 
Eve as a bride to Adam, he demonstrates how he will take unto himself a people to 
be his own. His providence to Adam and Eve foreshadows millennia of God’s 
interaction with the people Israel, wherein he will wed himself to them in a mystical 
union.  

As we fast forward through the family history of that union, we soon find that 
it’s not the best marriage in history. God pursues a relationship with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, only to be rejected by their offspring in ages to come. Israel is sometimes 
described as a harlot as they stray from the fidelity of their never failing God and 
groom. Despite these failings, despite the outright rejection, God repeatedly took 
back his wayward bride, welcoming her into his presence and inviting her once more 
into his blessings and providence.  

In time though, it became clear that Israel was in need of a more tangible 
reminder from her beloved. And so we encounter a second marriage, the mystery of 
the Incarnation. In the birth of Jesus, as the Son of God took on flesh to become the 
Son of Man, we see the marriage of the divine and human. In the Old Covenant the 
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people were called to be people of the promise. The promise broken, and rejected 
over and over, God does not give up. He never ceases to pursue. And in the New 
Covenant, God literally comes after his beloved. Jesus came to claim his bride, and 
that bride is us, the church, his church. 

This is our background into which Jesus and his disciples arrive. This is the 
context in which Mary intercedes. She pleads not only on behalf of the couple and 
their families, seeking to spare them embarrassment. She also pleads on behalf of the 
people Israel. You see wine is also a weighty image in the Old Testament. Wine is the 
drink of joy and celebration. The prophets often refer to Israel as a vineyard. And so, 
in both a literal and figurative sense, the wine had run out. The festive, life giving 
vineyard which had once been Israel had dried up. Mary’s intercession is an echo of 
the prophetic call of old, “How long, O Lord? How long?” 

Interestingly, Mary’s prophetic role is not yet complete though. Despite Jesus’ 
hesitation she turns to the servants gathered and says to them what are her last 
recorded words in Scripture, “Do whatever he tells you.” What beautiful words with 
which to conclude her Biblical dialogue, a dialogue which began with her great 
humility, “Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me according to thy 
word.” No less prophetic than her intercession to her son Jesus, these words of Mary 
illumine once more the call of the prophets for the people to repent, to return to 
their obedience to the Lord, to return to the fidelity of the heavenly groom, 
foreshadowing the role which the Christ is to play for the people Israel. “Do whatever 
he tells you.”  

Jesus has come to renew the right spirit within his people. He has come renew 
the life within them. He has come to bring new wine, the wine of joy and gladness. 
And his manner of bringing this life-giving Spirit is in his perfect fulfillment of the 
Old Covenant in order to establish a new one born in his flesh. 

The water jars which stood by were used as a part of the purification ritual as 
part of keeping the Law. Last week, we heard John remind the people that his 
baptism, his ritual cleansing was of water only, but the baptism of Jesus is more. It 
comes with the Holy Spirit, taking the waters of cleansing and imbuing them with life 
itself. So too, today, the waters of the Old Covenant are elevated to a new role. That 
which once cleansed the body now brings forth and tells of life and joy in form of 
wine.  

The shortage of wine at the wedding and in the life of Israel is being overcome 
by the abundance of God. Once more he provides for his people, and even as he 
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provided for the couple in Cana, so too does he provide for us. He makes no big 
show of the event, calling everyone over to watch him work some magic. He doesn’t 
take the wine to the couple himself, winning praise and fame for himself in a grand 
gesture. No, Jesus simply offers it to the people and invites them to drink freely from 
a wine that is far superior to any which they have received before.  

Unlike the custom of man, to serve the best and then the lesser as the guests 
have drunk their fill, God provides the better, the best wine later. Whereas the Old 
Covenant was good, in the coming of Christ the people of Israel are invited to 
partake in a New Covenant, a covenant of life and of love and of joy which far 
surpasses the Old. 

In a sense, what we hear today is a microcosm of the greatest love story ever 
told, and it is a love story. As the original and best love story, it sets the standard 
upon which innumerable variations have been written. It is perhaps most simply 
described in three parts: “Boy loves girl, boy loses girl, boy gets girl.” In nine words we 
can rather loosely and yet quite articulately describe the whole of Scripture and 
thereby the story of salvation.  

First, boy loves girl. In the beginning, the God of love created us to be in loving 
relationship with him. He made us in his own image, provided for us, set us atop all 
that he had made as stewards and caretakers. He loved us, and we loved him until… 

We messed up, and boy loses girl. We questioned that love, doubted that love, 
even rejected that love which God had and has for us. We went our own way, 
thinking for a moment that perhaps we could do it better. We couldn’t, but the 
damage was done. God loves us, and we didn’t love God. Not like we should, and 
not like he deserved. The relationship was broken, and there was nothing that WE 
could do to fix it. 

So finally, like so many versions popularized in myths and legends, books and 
movies, love conquers all. Boy gets girl. That’s the thing about love. It can lead to 
some miraculous things. When faced with danger or loss or death of a loved one, 
there is almost nothing that we won’t do. We’ve all heard the stories of that which is 
impossible being made possible by love.  

God loves us so that even as we turned from him time and again throughout 
the ages he pursues us. And when the time was right he came among us in the person 
of Jesus Christ. God the Son came down to make the proposal to end all proposals. 
Like all wise grooms in his day, he was aware of what was coming to him in this 
marriage. He knew the dowry that humanity would bring with it, the baggage of our 



4 
 

lives, the weight of our sins, and yet still he came to us. He committed himself to the 
engagement, taking on the flesh of humanity and in time receiving the fullness of 
what was due on our behalf. He received the payment for us, and so he died for his 
betrothed, his beloved.  

Up until this point, when boy lost girl in each previous chapter of the story, he 
gets her back, but it’s an imperfect match. It just doesn’t stick. Not because boy 
doesn’t want to, but because girl just can’t do it. From the beginning we’ve been 
turning away from love, and when we do we turn from life to death. The end of the 
story for us is death. And if this were anything but a love story, then we would 
conclude on a rather tragic note, because in this life there’s nothing that we can do to 
avoid death and nothing that we can do after the fact. But it is a love story. And with 
love the miraculous can happen, even triumph over death. If death is the conclusion 
to our story, then the answer of love is to enter into death. And that is just what love 
did. 

Jesus has come that we might have life and he does it in the most marvelous 
way. He takes that which we already are and already have and makes it something 
new, elevating it to a level which we could never imagine. The waters of purification 
have become the wine of gladness and of life. The bread and wine of the Eucharist 
become His body and blood. The very flesh of our bodies, by virtue of his baptism 
with water and the Holy Spirit, become co-heirs with Him in adoption by the mystery 
of his Incarnation. And the wedding of man and woman is to us the mystical union 
of Christ and his church, his people, his bride.  

In closing I want to share my favorite moment in attending weddings. It is not 
the vows or the party, but the moment when bride and groom set eyes upon each 
other for the first time. It is as if the world around them fades away in their shared 
gaze, a moment that can seem to last forever. And in particular, if you catch it just 
right, you can see in the groom’s eyes a certainty that in that moment there is none 
more beautiful or more perfect or more beloved to him than his bride.  

Today we are invited to the wedding at Cana, and by faith, we are invited to the 
wedding of the Lamb so that on the great last day we may stand in the presence of 
God and there receive the perfect loving gaze of our beloved Jesus Christ and 
through him that of our heavenly Father. Until that day, we rejoice, for the new wine 
is here. Let us drink freely from its abundance for the bridegroom has come. Let us 
enter into a foretaste of that heavenly feast, the feast of the one who was slain for his 
wayward bride, that he might give new life to her, that he might give new life to us.  


