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December 8, 2019, The Second Sunday of Advent 
 
 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Nearly six years ago, I came to visit and interview at Trinity. In the days that followed, the 
Vestry decided to take a chance on that young, untested seminarian from South Carolina, 
and the rest, as they say, is history.  
 
It is no exaggeration for me to say that it has been my pleasure to serve Trinity and the 
community of Mount Vernon for the last five and half years. We have striven to be 
faithful. We have tilled the soil together in worship, study, fellowship, and service, 
continuing to dig deeper into our personal and corporate faith.  
 
At that first meeting in the winter of 2014, the question was asked of how long I would be 
here. I admitted then that I did not know, but that I would strive to serve faithfully until 
that time arrived. This summer a search committee contacted me, and after praying, 
listening, and seeking wise and godly counsel, I allowed my name to go forward in that 
process.  
 
As that season of discernment has drawn to a close, I share with you the bittersweet news 
that I have accepted the call to serve as the next rector of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in 
Edwardsville. My last Sunday will be the annual meeting on January 19, 2020, and my last 
day will be January 31, 2020.  
 
I have loved being your priest and would not leave if I did not believe that God’s hand was 
in this. This news will come as a shock to many, and there are likely to be any number of 
feelings as a result of it. That is natural, and I am sorry for any pain or distress this news 
may cause. And yet, as we face into such feelings to consider how the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ will be proclaimed in the days ahead, let us also look back with gratitude on the 
good work which God has done in bringing us together for this time.  
 



 

Please join me in praying fervently for the discernment ahead in seeking God’s will as a 
new season dawns in the life of Trinity. I trust the Mission Leadership Team and their 
capabilities in this time of transition while fervently believing that the providence of God 
which brought us together will continue to provide for the wellbeing of Trinity and of all 
of you.  
 
I treasure each of you and the life and ministry you bring to Trinity, and I thank God for 
the blessing you are to me. It has been a joy as we have sought to serve the Lord together.  
 
With abiding affection for you and trust in the Lord, 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Ben Hankinson 


